Farm animals work for a living
in Big Sky country, and when
they can no longer work, they
have to go. Not all, however,
meet a dismal end.

Al Feldstein isn’t exactly sure how he became surrounded by a
large crowd of needy animals, and neither is his wife, Michelle.

It all started 12 years ago when she heard about an old,
worn-out horse whose long, hard career was soon to end up at
an auction and hence the slaughterhouse. She bought the
horse and brought him to their 270-acre ranch on the banks of
Montana’s Yellowstone River.

“l just decided that the old guy had worked all his life and
deserved a little rest and comfort during his final years,” she
says. “l had no intention of starting a blasted retirement home.”

But, a few weeks later, she spotted an old, abandoned
horse running in terror along a busy highway. Shé calmed him
and led him to safety on what has become one of the most
unique ranches in America.

Today the Feldsteins provide a quiet, protective and loving
home for 37 horses, 14 llamas, six miniature horses, two
Shetland ponies, a donkey, a burro and a 24-year-old cow—
each of whom was saved from misery or death by the guy from
Brooklyn and his “California Girl” wife.

Al Feldstein knew next to nothing about horses or farm ani-
mals when he retired after 35 years as the editor of the famed
MAD magazine. The gruff, humor-filled artist who created the
popular horror comic books called Tales From the Crypt was a
widower ready for the quiet life.

Michelle, a recent divorcee with a young daughter, repeat-
edly rejected a friend’s suggestion of a blind date with Al

“Finally, in order to get her off my back, | agreed to meet
this guy for lunch,” says Michelle. “We have been side by side
every day since.”

Their journey into the West started 14 years ago with a visit
to Jackson Hole, Wyoming. “We went there because my 62-
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